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Who Is Responsible For Fire Doors And Fire Safety 
in a House in Multiple Occupation (HMO)?

The landlord (or sometimes the managing agent) is 
responsible for fire doors and fire safety of the HMO. 
They are governed by The Management of Houses in 
Multiple Occupation (England) Regulations: 20061 
and have legal responsibility under the Regulatory 
Reform (Fire Safety) Order: 2005 (FSO) to ensure fire 
safety measures are in place. The FSO was recently 
updated to emphasise that it covers the doors 
between the domestic premises and the common 
parts of the building.

Five Step Fire Door Check

It is required by law that the owner and manager of every 

residential building containing separate dwellings (whether 

or not they are high-rise buildings) is responsible for 

carrying out checks at no less than three-monthly intervals 

to ensure that all fire doors are fitted with effective self-

closing devices in working order (Source : Grenfell Tower 

Inquiry Phase 1 Recommendations, Sept 2022).

Fire doors are a critical element in preventing the spread of 

fire and smoke, and it should be everybody's responsibility 

in a shared building to make sure that they are fit for 

purpose.


